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of the East Indies. It is about the size and
shape of a small orange and has a very
bitter, acrid taste. It is a virulent poison,

NUX VOMICA

and from it is prepared an extremely poison-
ous drug.   See STRYCHHISTE.

NYASSA, ni as'sa, a large lake in South-
eastern Africa, southeast of Lake Tan-
ganyika. It is about 340 miles long and
forty miles wide, and has an area of 14,-
200 square miles. The surface is over 1,500
feet above the sea level; the water is pure
and abounds in fish. The lake is drained

southward by the Shire River, a tributary
of the Zambezi. Lake Nyassa was discovered
m 1S59 by Livingstone. There are mission-
ary stations and trading stations on the
shores, and a road has been constructed be-
tween Nyassa and Tanganyika.

NYE," EDGAR WILSO/ (1850-1896), an
American humorist, better known as Bill
Nye. He became famous as a humorous lec-
turer, writer, and story-teller. Bill Fye and
the Boomerang, Forty Liars and Oilier Lies
and Chestnuts are the titles of some of his
volumes, full of puns and witticisms. He
wrote also A Comic History of the United
States and A Guest at the Ludlow, a collec-
tion of humorous sketches and stories. Mr.
ISTye was born in Shirley, Maine, spent his
childhood in Wisconsin, was admitted to the
bar in Wyoming, settled finally in New York
and died near Asheville, K C.

NYMPHS, nimfs, in mythology, a class of
numerous inferior divinities, imagined as
beautiful maidens, not immortal but always
young, who were considered as tutelary
spirits, not only of certain localities, but
also of certain races and families. They
occur usually in connection with some other
divinity of higher rank. They were believed
to be possessed of the gift of prophecy and
of poetical inspiration. Those who presided
over rivers, brooks and springs were called
Naiads; brooding over the mountains were
the Oreads. The Dryads and Hamadryads
lived in woods and trees, the Nereids in the
sea.